Membranous structures in pinealocytes of the Chinese hamster (Cricetulus griseus); are they annulate lamellae?
Pinealocyte ultrastructure in the normal and spontaneously diabetic Chinese hamster has been studied. A literature comparison shows it to be similar to the pineal of the Syrian hamster; however, the incidence of membranous structures is more frequent in the Chinese as compared with the Syrian hamster. Stacks of membranous structures were present in pinealocytes of all animals in this study and, therefore, appear to be regularly occurring organelles in the pineal of this species. There are analogies between these membranes and annulate lamellae; however, like annulate lamellae, their functional significance is unknown.